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@ VICTORIA VOICE 


Victoria School's Helping Hampers 
Campaign A Huge Success 





The Helping Hampers campaign at 
Victoria School of the Arts was a 
huge success! 


Throughout the month of 
December, students collected items 
to be donated to six families in our 
community who need a little extra 
help making ends meet this holiday 
season. 


All the items were collected and 
sent to the South Gym after school 
on December 13th to be prepared, 
sorted and packed away. A team of 
over 50 people went through the 
astonishing amount of items and 
packaged them to be delivered to 
the families. 


"| think that Helping Hampers are 

important, because we are helping 

people who need it get through the 

cone y holidays" said grade 10 student 
=NTASIES : OS en Rainbow Guiboche. 


—— 





; j 3 


Contact Information: 


Email: vsanewspaper@icloud.com 
Website: vsanewspaper.com 
Twitter/Facebook/Instagram: @vsanewspaper 
Google+/YouTube: The Victoria Voice 
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S.W.A.A.G » Student Week at a Glance 


pee ay; December 18 

¢ Grad Photos (by appointment only) Multi-Purpose Room) 

- Wellness Centre — Open to Students and Staff from 8:00 a.m. 
4:30 p.m. 

¢ Running Club Practice (Elementary and Junior High) — at Lunch in 
the North Gym 

¢ UofA (Medicine & Dentistry) at Lunch in Room 2104 

¢ Speak Out! Vocal Rehearsal (Grades 7 — 9) 3:20 -— 5:00 p.m. in 
Drama Room 2104 

¢ Intermediate Instrumental Jazz Ensemble -— 3:30 — 5:00 p.m. in 
Room 1258 


pueceay: December 19 

¢ Grad Photos (by appointment only) Multi-Purpose Room) 

- Wellness Centre — Open to Students and Staff from 8:00 a.m. 
4:30 p.m. 

¢ Advanced Instrumental Jazz Ensemble — 3:25 -— 5:15 p.m. in the 
North Gym 

¢ Cheer Potluck — 5:00 — 7:00 p.m. — North Cafeteria 


meoniese ay December 20 

¢ Grad Photos (by appointment only) Multi-Purpose Room) 

- Wellness Centre — Open to Students and Staff from 8:00 a.m. —- 
4:30 p.m. 

¢ Smudge Ceremony (Morning) — 8:30 a.m. in Room 1121 

¢ Running Club Practice (Elementary and Junior High) — at Lunch in 
the North Gym 

- Journeys Matinee — 1:30 - 3:00 p.m. — Eva O. Howard Theatre 

¢ Speak Out! Full Cast Rehearsal (Grades 7 — 9) 3:20 -— 5:00 p.m. in 
Drama Room 2104 

¢ Intermediate Instrumental Jazz Ensemble — 11:40 — 12:10 p.m. in 
Room 1258 

¢ Beginner Instrumental Jazz Ensemble — 3:30 — 5:00 p.m. in Room 
1256 

« Journeys — 6:00 — 8:00 p.m. — Eva O. Howard Theatre 


lal December 21 

¢ Grad Photos (by appointment only) Multi-Purpose Room) 

- Wellness Centre — Open to Students and Staff from 8:00 a.m. —- 
4:30 p.m. 

¢ Smudge Ceremony (Morning) — 8:30 a.m. in Room 1121 

¢ Advanced Instrumental Jazz Ensemble -— 11:40 - 12:10 p.m. in 
Room 1258 

¢ Elementary Hot Lunch 

¢ High School Leadership at lunch in the Basement Multi-Purpose 
Room 

- Journeys Matinee— 1:30 — 3:00 p.m. — Eva O. Howard Theatre 

« Journeys — 6:00 — 8:00 p.m. — Eva O. Howard Theatre 


me ay, December 22 

- Wellness Centre — Open to Students and Staff from 8:00 a.m. — 
4:30 p.m. 

¢ High School Leadership at lunch in Basement Multi-Purpose Room 
¢ Running Club Practice (Elementary and Junior High) — at Lunch in 
the North Gym 

¢ Junior High Christmas Social Dance — 12:18 -— 3:10 p.m. - 
South Gym 

¢ Smudge Ceremony (afternoon) — 3:20 p.m. in Room 1121 
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Advertising 


Get Noticed! 


All advertising services 
are now FREE to all 
staff and students at 
Victoria School of the 
Arts! 


Submit your 
advertisement here: 


vsanewpaper.com/ 
advertise 


Word Of 
The Week 


lollygag 
lol-ly-gag 


verb 


to spend time aimlessly; 
idle 


-Nathaniel Sorochan 
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Joke Corner 


Why is it always cold at Christmas? 


Because it's DECEMBRRRRRR! 

How did Santa describe the elf who refuses to take a bath? 
He’s elfully smelly! 

Who says oh, oh, oh? 

Santa Claus walking backwards! 


Who delivers Christmas presents to cats? 
Santa Claws! 


-Grace Rompfer 


Christmas Trivia 


Tal KotaMmexe) an} ey-la\vaar- tom el-\-1aMelcii ave mey-lalt- Od: [UM iamiccw-le\!(-)aul-)lalem-)[aler- im hoya 0g 


j Nam O70 ler= te Ore) [=| 
B. Eaton's 
C. Army & Navy 


Di mi=) e)<) 


VV JeMSUY 
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The Science Corner 


The Candy Cane Game- Dissolving Candy Canes in various liquids 


Materials: 


¢ Water 

- Ol 

¢ Vinegar 

* Candy Canes 

¢ Timer/ Stopwatch 
* 4cups 


Method: 


1. Fill 4 cups up with water, oil, and vinegar to the same level. Place the candy canes in a bowl 
near the glasses for easy access. 


2. Drop one candy cane in each cup and start the timer! Observe how fast each one is 
dissolving! 


3. Document when each candy cane completely disappears, and compare with the other 
liquids. Which candy cane disappeared the fastest? Why might that be? 





lemonlimeadventures.com 
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Holiday Weather 


14-Day Forecast 


Day 


Night 


POP 


Snow 


gre 


-19°¢ 


-?77°C 


-30°C 


Weekend Weather Forecast 


POP 


Mon Tue 
Dec Dec 
18 19 
{e | 
-1°C | -9°C 
-10°C | -13°C 


10% | 30% 


Wed 
Dec 
20 


-9°C 
-11°C 


30% 


Thu 
Dec 
21 


1 
-4°C 
-10°C 


20% 


Fri 
Dec 
22 


—— 


-9°C 


-12°C 


40% 


<i cm 


Sat 
Dec 
23 


-12°C 


-16°C 


40% 


<1cm 


Sun 
Dec 
24 


-13°C 


-14°C 


30% 


<1 cm 


Mon 
Dec 
” a 


1g 


av) 
-12°C 
-13°C 


20% 


Tue 
Dec 
26 


1b? 
-10°C 
-17°C 


20% 





Wed Thu 
Dec Dec 
27 28 
-14°C.| -14°C 
-16°C | -18°C 
10% 10% 
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Sat Sun 
Dec Dec 
30 31 
ay | aw 

-17°C -18°C 
-20°C -20°C 
60% 30% 


1-3 cm 1-3 cm - 





» Daily forecast high temperature 
---«» Historical Average Temperatures over 30 years 


Mon (DAY) 


Dec 17 


Mainly sunny 





wy le 


10% 


Mon (NIGHT) 


Dec 17 


Partly cloudy 
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Daily forecast low temperature 


Sat (NIGHT) 
Dec 22 


Partly cloudy 


Sun (DAY) 
Dec 23 


A mix of sun and 
clouds 


Sun (NIGHT) 
Dec 23 


A few flurries 


_ 


-14° 


40% 
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Recipe 
Cookies for Santa 


Ingredients: 


¢ 3 3/4 cups all-purpose flour 

¢ 1 teaspoon baking powder 

« 1/2 teaspoon salt 

¢- 1 cup margarine, softened 

¢ 1 1/2 cups white sugar 

* 2 eggs 

¢ 2 teaspoons of vanilla extract 


Instructions: 


1.Sift flour, baking powder, 
and salt together, set aside. 
In a large bowl, cream 
together the margarine and 
sugar until light and fluffy. 
Beat in the eggs one at a 
time, then stir in the vanilla. 
Gradually blend in the sifted 
ingredients until fully 
absorbed. Cover dough, 
and chill for 2 hours. 





2. Preheat oven to 400 degrees F (200 degrees C). Grease cookie sheets. On a clean 
floured surface, roll out small portions of chilled dough to 1/4 inch thickness. Cut 
out shapes using cookie cutters. 








3. Bake 6 to 8 minutes in the preheated oven, or until edges are barely brown. 
Remove from cookie sheets to cool on wire racks. 


-Nathaniel Sorochan 
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Raven Rise- Chapter Two 


Previous chapters can be found at vsanewspaper.com/ravenrise 


Aiden’s mind was racing. There were so many thoughts, so many ideas, so many 
fears inside his head. This can’t be real, he thought. He knew he’d wake up soon, and 
it would all be over. He’d be back in reality and- “Are you alright?” He was jolted out 
of his thoughts by the sound of Rico’s voice. “Uh huh,” Aiden simply nodded. 
Dammit, real convincing. The older man shot him a smile. A smile that told him that 
he didn’t believe the younger boy. 


Aiden and Rico walked in silence, then stopped abruptly “What?!” Aiden said, just 
before he bumped into Rico. He backed up, confused. “Is something... wrong?” Rico 
smiled. “Not at all.” He reached out for Aiden’s hand, and the younger boy took tt. 
“This might be a little scary,” Rico confessed. Aiden gripped his hand tighter. Rico 
grimaced. “Hey, that hurts. | can't help you if you break my hand!” Aiden loosened his 
grip, smiling uneasily. “Don't worry. Almost everyone is scared their first time.” “First 
time doing what?” Rico gestured in front of them, at a mosaic design on the ground. 
Aiden tilted his head to one side. “ | don't understand?” Rico walked forwards, to the 
centre of the mosaic, where a blue tile completed the centre. It was larger than the 
others, big enough for Rico and Siden to stand side by on. The rest of the mosaic 
spiralled out from in gold and red tiles. “I still don't understand.” Rico knelt down and 
pressed the heel of his hands on the tiles surrounding the centre. To Aiden’s surprise, 
the tiles dipped down, into the ground. His mouth dropped open in shock as Rico 
pried open the centre tile- no, the trapdoor, then watched as he slowly inched forward 
before leaping into the hole. 


There was a thud as he landed on the ground below. Aiden inched forward at Rico’s 
call that it was okay to go down. He sat there for a moment, contemplating this 
decision that he knew would probably change his life- for better or worse, he didn’t 
know. “You coming?!” Aiden nodded before remembering that Rico couldn’t see him, 
and meekly muttered, “yeah.” He winced. Even a five-year-old could tell that Aiden 
was scared. There was no turning back now, though. He’d disappoint everyone 
waiting below... and he didn’t know how many people that would be. He took one 
deep breath, inhale, exhale. Then again. Inhale, exhale. Aiden put his hands back, 
and stared down into the light below him. 


He launched himself of the edge, narrowly missing hitting his head on the trapdoor. 
He flailed as he crashed down, then landed awkwardly on the ground. Aiden turned 
and bit back a yell. He was surrounded by at least a hundred people. They all wore 
black robes with a faint silver circle in the centre. In the centre of that circle there was 
the image of a raven, its wings outstretched. It was a symbol he’d seen many times, 
usually on wanted posters asking for people bearing that symbol to be turned in or... 
killed. 


DECEMBER 21 2017 (SPECIAL EDITION) PAGE 7 


DECEMBER 21 2017 (SPECIAL EDITION) ISSUE TEN 


The gravity of the situation hit Aiden like a freight train. By leaping into the hole he’d 
found a whole new world. A world that could put him behind bars. A world that could 
kill him. And even though he could now see the ladder leading up to the trapdoor- it 
wasn't visible nor usable at the top, though- even if he climbed up and left the 
chamber, and never looked back, he could never leave this world. The fates of Rico, 
of all the people who ever set foot in the chamber would haunt him forever. Not to 
mention the guilt of inevitably disappointing these people. No, turning back was not 
an option, not anymore. 


He blinked at the crowd, and Rico shot him an encouraging smile. Aiden rose to his 
feet and smiled. Not at the crowd, though it might have looked like that from their 
perspectives. He was smiling at Rico. Say something intelligent. They’re waiting. 
“Hey...” Aiden tried. “You guys are famous.” A million different possibilities of what he 
could’ve, should’ve said rushed through his mind. His dark eyes flitted through the 
ground, seeing if he could spot anyone snickering, or hiding laughter. No one was 
laughing at him, that was good. But most people were expressionless, still waiting. 
Maybe | should introduce myself. “I’m Aiden... Parrish. I’m fourteen. Thakarian.” He 
smiled, this time it was at the crowd. “You can probably tell.” There were a few 
chuckles, and he breathed an internal sigh of relief. These people weren’t laughing at 
him, they were laughing with him. It was true, really. Aiden was the perfect image of a 
Thakarian. He had black hair that looked more than a little dusty, dark skin and eyes, 
and he looked youthful. Finally, someone spoke. “You don’t look half bad. Definitely 
Thakarian. Your clothes aren’t the best but then again, you’re an orphan.” 


A few heads turned, including Aiden’s to face the speaker. Italonian, definitely. He had 
blond hair, the bluest eyes Aiden had ever seen, pale skin, and had the dumbest grin 
plastered on his face. It wasn't a trying-too-hard-to-be-funny annoying, or a look- 
l’mso-funny annoying, it was a I-didn’t-do-anything-wrong annoying, which Aiden 
hated. 


“l’m not an orphan,” Aiden said, his hands curling into fists. People turned away from 
the blond kid and looked at Aiden instead. They had annoying looks too- sorrow? 
Pity? He couldn't tell, but he could tell that they thought they knew something he 
didn’t. “An orphan,” he said, his voice low and tense. “Has dead parents. Or, their 
parents abandoned them.” “Then where are your parents?” The blond kid pressed 
Aiden decided right there and then that he didn’t like this guy very much. “The 
Catago,” he said. “They took them.” “Oh.” Just as Aiden thought the blond was done 
being so annoying, he spoke again. “Then they’re definitely working for then. Not by 
their own accord, probably, but...” Aiden didn’t know if he said anything else because 
suddenly, he felt like he was underwater. His hands were curled into tight fists and he 
wanted to run forwards and punch the blond with everything he had. He never got the 
chance to. Someone did it for him. It was a girl. All he saw a whip of sharp ginger hair 
and the ‘thud’ of flesh hitting flesh. He couldn’t see her face, so he didn’t know where 
she came from- he didn’t usually care about that, it was just something to occupy his 
thoughts. “YOU,” thud, “IDIOT,” thud, “DO YOU,” thud “HAVE ANYTHING 
RESEMBLING A BRAIN.” Thud. 
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The blond guy stepped back to avoid more pummelling. “Technically,” he sputtered. 
“It’s against the rules to hit another Raven.” The redhead tossed a glance to Rico. “He 
doesn’t seem to care,” she said with a shrug. “Besides, that’s only if it’s unprovoked, 
and you were being a jerk and a dumbass.” The group disassembled except for the 
redhead, who walked towards Aiden. “Sorry about that.” She held out her hand. 
“Dulcie. That was Curtis, and as you already know, he’s a jerk.” 


-Alexandra Woolsey 





-Emily Marsden 


Memes 
IF YOU SU STUDY 


J 
P 


YOU SHALE NOT PASS 





WHEN THE TEACHER SAYS FINDA 
PARTNER aa 
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Horoscopes 


Aries- Things may seem overwhelming now, but things are going to get better! 


Taurus- Let your creativity take you on a journey this week, you never know where it 
may go! 


Gemini- Keep a cool head this week, Gemini. This week will certainly be a test. 
Cancer- You need to take some time to relax. You seem super stressed! 


Leo- You will learn something large this week. A big ‘Aha’ moment! Whatever it Is, 
apply it to your life somehow? 


Virgo- Show them who you really are and what you stand for! Don't let yourself get 
pushed around! 


Libra- Make sure to keep your ego in check, Libra. It might lead you to making 
some regretful choices. 


Scorpio- It's easy to think in the negative, but you have to try to think positively this 
week! 


Sagittarius- Let's get organized! Tip #1: Create a To-Do list for the day every 
morning. 


Capricorn- You feel relaxed, because you've finished everything you need to do. 
That is really good! Don't get too comfortable though! 


Aquarius- WHOA! Hold your horses. 


Pisces- It's an emotional time for you, but you just have to pull through. It will get 
better! 


Want to be part of the school newspaper? 


Visit vsanewspaper.com/signup to start the signup form! 
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